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One of the most variable species of chameleon 
is Madagascar’s Panther chameleon (Furcifer 
pardalis), whose colors range the spectrum, from 
greens marked with yellow and violet, through 
browns, grays and oranges—from the pure blue 
individuals on the island of Nosy Bé to the spec-
tacular wine-colored males of Nosy Mangabé. This 
small island in the Bay of Antongil, northwest of 

the main island, is heavily forested, much more so 
than other areas typically inhabited by this spe-
cies. Another common Nosy Mangabé resident 
is the Ruffed lemur (Varecia variegata), which 
moves through the canopy in groups of up to 16 
individuals in search of fruits. Nosy Mangabé lies 
at the northern extreme of this species’ range, and 
here it seems more social than further south.  
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